


Why Study French?
• increase appreciation of other people and other cultures

• strengthen overall language skills, as well as critical and creative skills

• improve overall school performance and develop problem-solving 
skills

• open the door to the world of art, fashion, dance, cuisine, cinema and 
literature

• enhance travel experiences

• build self-esteem and enhance pride in one’s own culture

• open the door to various career opportunities

• lead to earning higher wages

• improve understanding of other languages, including English



Possible Pathways





• FSF1DI—Core French (Academic)

• FSF1PI—Core French (Applied)

• FSF1DP—Core French (Pre-AP)



FSF1DI—Core French (Academic)

• This course emphasizes the further development of 
oral communication, reading, and writing skills. 

• Students will build on and apply their knowledge of 
French while exploring a variety of themes, such as 
social trends, technology, food, movies and the 
environment. 

• Thematic readings which include a selection of short 
stories, articles, poems, and short novels will serve as 
stepping stones to oral and written activities. 



FSF1PI—Core French (Applied) 

• This course emphasizes the further development 
of oral communication, integrated with the 
development of reading and writing skills. 

• Students will expand their ability to understand 
and speak French through conversations and 
presentations. They will also read a selection of 
short stories, articles, poems. Written work will 
include brief descriptions, letters, dialogues and 
invitations.



Pre-
Advanced/Advanced 
Placement French



FSF1DP—Core French (Pre-AP)

• An enrichment course that emphasizes the 
analytical reading, writing, oral communication 
and thinking skills that students need for success 
in secondary school academic programs and 
their daily lives. 

• Students will build on and apply their knowledge 
of French while exploring a variety of themes 
using francophone culture, technology and 
focusing on oral communication targeting the 
correct and effective use of spoken and written 
language. 



What are the Qualities of a Pre-AP French 
Student?















Who should take FSF1DP?

• A Pre-AP French student must be self-motivated, 
confident in the language and ready for new 
learning opportunities and challenges. 

• It is recommended that students have an 80% 
average in grade 8 French. 

• Students must select Pre-AP French in career 
cruising for grade 9



What the Research Says about AP Students?

• Research shows that the best predictor of 
whether or not a student completes a 
university degree is how many challenging 
courses a student has taken in high school. 

• Students who challenge themselves with AP 
courses and exams are much more likely to 
complete a university degree in four years or 
less.



A second language can help delay      

Alzheimer’s disease!
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/life/health-and-fitness/health/conditions/second-language-can-help-delay-
alzheimers-study-finds/article4199458/

Researchers at St. 
Michael’s Hospital in 
Toronto have 
completed a study 
which suggests that 
being able to speak 
more than one 
language can help 
delay the onset of 
symptoms of the 
disease.



French will make you smarter!
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/globe-debate/learn-french-canada-its-good-for-you/article4186811/

People who learn 
two languages 
tend to have 
“thicker” brains, 
which leads to 
more positive 
outcomes in 
healthy aging and 
cognitive 
functions. 



ST. MARY’S AP PROGRAM

• The AP French program at St. Mary’s challenges 
motivated and high-achieving students to expand 
their skills and exposure to studies in French. 

• The program emphasizes a commitment to academic 
excellence. The long term goal is to sharpen thinking 
and communications skills so that students are 
prepared for university. 

• The Pre-AP courses follow the Ontario curriculum. 
The focus is not to create more work, but a different 
kind of work that challenges a student’s higher order 
of thinking skills.



The Benefits of  Taking French Throughout 
High School

• Students who complete French for 4 years will obtain a 
Bilingual Certificate for Proficiency in  French Language.

• Students may choose to write the Advanced Placement 
exam in the spring semester of their grade 12 year.

• The AP courses prepare students for the Advanced 
Placement French Exam that provides them with an 
opportunity to earn a first year university equivalency credit 
in French.


